
THE VOICE 
St. John the Baptist Catholic School 

Dear St. John’s Families, 
We have had a nice week back after Thanksgiving.  We hope that all of our families 
had a blessed Thanksgiving Day and a restful week off.  We entered the Advent  
season this past Sunday.  For the next four weeks we will prepare for the birth of our 
Lord.  We invite our parents to join us next Wednesday evening, December 7, 2022 
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM for an Advent Retreat sponsored by our Parent Auxiliary. This 
special evening will allow our parents to have some dedicated time to celebrate  
Advent.  Please join us for talks by Fr. Brendan and Sr. Gemma and time for prayer 
and discussion.  Please click here to sign up for this very special event. Additional 
details, including child care information can be found below in the bulletin. 
 

St. Andrew Christmas Novena - A family Advent prayer opportunity - pray this  
novena from now until Christmas Day. Traditionally this prayer is prayed 15 times 
per day for the duration of the Novena. 
  

Hail, and blessed be the hour and moment at which the Son of God was born of a 
most pure Virgin at a stable at midnight in Bethlehem in the piercing cold. At that 
hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, to hear my prayers and grant my desire (Mention 
your intentions here). Through Jesus Christ and His most Blessed Mother.  Amen. 
 

Science Camp 

We welcome  Mr. Barajas, Mr. Green and our sixth graders back today from our  
annual 6th grade science camp up at Big Bear Mountain.  Fr. Damien was able to go 
up and visit with them on Wednesday afternoon.  He was happy to report that a 
great time was being had by all! 

Virtue of the Month 

Our virtue for the month of December is Purity.  Purity - keeping your soul free from 
sin. God calls us to have pure hearts, hearts that are totally dedicated to God and for 
love; hearts free from sin and selfishness.  To have pure hearts we must set our 
hearts totally on God and not let them become contaminated by the impurity of sin.   
 

November Virtue, courtesy, raffle winners are:   
Joshua H. K2    Claire C. 4A     Emma W. 2B     Elijah V. Class of 2023     Emmalyn C. K2 
 

Pennies from Heaven 

Thank you again to everyone who participated in our Pennies from Heaven fundrais-
er.  Our efforts raised $2700 that will go to help organizations that support unborn 
children and mothers.  Congratulations to our top classes: 

2A Pizza Party   —   4A Pizza Party  —  7B Ice Cream Treat 
 

       +Together in Christ, 
       Mrs. Viles and Fr. Damien 

CALENDAR 
 

Monday 12/5 
Spirit Monday 

 

Tuesday 12/6 
Board & Brew Dine Out 

Night! (See flyer below)  

 

Wednesday 12/7 
Smoothies at the Gate $5 

 

Advent Retreat for Parents 

7:00PM in the Parish Hall 

(See link and details at left 

and below) 

 

6th Grade NET Retreat 
 

 

Thursday 12/8 
Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception—Holy Day of 

Obligation 

All School Mass 10:00am 

FORMAL DRESS FOR ALL 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

12/13 and 12/15 
Christmas Program 7:00pm 

 

12/24 — 1/8 
Christmas Vacation!  

 

 

12/2/22 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSch3KhnOOHRzzKmOTLmCWxPdQhOvbuBGHLKPMZHB8LXYIXnrQ/viewform


 

 
SJB School Mission Statement 

In the noble tradition of Catholic education, with 

Christ as teacher and guide, in pursuit of knowledge 

and Truth, St. John the Baptist Catholic School  

prepares the way for students to embrace the  

fullness of God’s love in this world and in Heaven. 

Retirement Fund for Religious- Please give to those who have given a lifetime. December 3rd and 

4th our church will collect for the  annual appeal  known as the  Retirement  Fund  for  Religious.  

These  funds  support, educate  and  assist  religious  institutes  in  the  United  States  to care  for  

their  elderly  and  frail members now and in the future. 

 

Do you love Christmas Music? Now is a great time to join one of our SJB choirs so that you can learn and sing beautiful music 

at Mass for Christmas and our Christmas Carols concert. The extra time commitment also makes a great Advent practice in 

preparation for Christmas Day. If you are interested in joining one of our choirs (English 9:30am; Latin 12:30pm; or our 

'Children’s choir) please email the Music Director, William Fritz at wjf@sjboc.org 

 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is Thursday, December 8, 2022  It is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

  Mass Schedule:  

                    Wednesday, December 7  

                     5:30 p.m. Vigil English Mass   

                     6:30 p.m. Vigil Vietnamese Mass   

  

                     Thursday, December 8  

                     6:30 a.m. English Mass  

                     8:30 a.m. English Mass (also live streamed)  

                     12:00 p.m. Latin Mass (also live streamed)  

                     5:30 p.m. English Mass  

                     7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass   

 N O   C O N F E S S I O N S   O N   D E C E M B E R   7   A N D   8 .   

 

LAST SCHEDULED CONFESSIONS  BEFORE CHRISTMAS DECEMBER 19, 20, 21 from 7 to 9 PM 

  VIETNAMESE - Monday, Dec 19 - 7 to 9 PM  (with extra priests)   

 ENGLISH - Tuesday, Dec 20 - 7 to 9 PM  (with extra priests)   

                SPANISH - Wednesday, Dec 21 - 7 to 9 PM (with extra priests)   

 

                    
He is the Rock; his deeds are perfect. Everything he does is just and fair.  

He is a faithful God who does not wrong: how just and upright he is! 
Deuteronomy 32:4 



 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving break! Prior to Thanksgiving, I shared the 
importance of being intentional, especially as we approach Christmas. One way and the 
most important in my opinion, is the focus of gratitude. We live in a time where our  
children are inundated with materialism and constant wants. So, one way to be intentional is 
to continue the exercise of being in a state of thanks. 
 
5 ways to practice gratitude with your family and to incorporate throughout the year are: 

 Start a Gratitude Journal - write something you are thankful for everyday 

 Share your gratitude with others - express thankfulness to someone, whether it be  
verbally or written 

 Practice mindfulness - being intentionally present in recognizing the people or things 
that make us happy and serve us well 

 Reframe your complaints - redirecting negative thoughts/complaints and reframing it to 
be positive. 

 Build gratitude exercises in your daily routine - every night, my family prays together 
and we focus on what we are grateful for. 

 

 

Much Blessings this year! 

 

  
 “O” – When you finally find something you’ve been searching for…When someone does some
 thing kind and sweet…when you have a “lightbulb” moment and really understand… then  we 
 say “O!” And this is what is happening in Advent. Jesus is coming, and it's so amazing that we 
 just say “O!” 
 
 Sapientia= Wisdom 
 Jesus is the Word of God. The Bible calls Him “The Wisdom of God.” The Truth has a Name 
 and a face– Jesus. He comes to teach us the true Wisdom of God. 
 
 Veni = Come 

Advent comes from the words Ad (to, towards) and Veni. We want Jesus to come to us to set 
us free from our sins and show us God’s love! During Advent we wait and pray for His coming.  

December O Sapientia… veni!!  O Wisdom, come!  



Spirituality 
 

“God walks into your soul with silent step. God comes to you more than you go to Him. Never will his coming be what you 

expect, and yet never will it disappoint. The more you respond to his gentle pressure, the greater will be your freedom.” – 

Ven. Fulton Sheen 
 

Thursday Decade! 

Looking for a way to delve deeper into your Advent journey?  Join us Thursday Mornings immediately after morn-

ing announcements. We meet in the grotto with Fr. Damien to pray a decade of the Rosary for our students, facul-

ty, families, and any special intentions.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

Prayer Basket: 

This week let us lift our prayers for the intentions of:  Mrs. Sandy Doerr, TK Aide 

 

We pray for God’s blessings on the families of: 

Samantha Henriquez; Asher and Mila Heredia; Charlotte Hernandez; Mariana and Rita Hernandez; Eliana, Ella, 

Evangelina, and Julius Herrera; Riley and Taylor Hershelman; Mia Hidalgo; and Gregory and James Hill. 

 

Special Intentions: 

 We pray for all those special intentions included in our prayer basket and in our hearts. 

 We continue to pray for the Perez family and their special intention. 

 We pray in thanksgiving for the safe return of our 6th graders after their exciting week at Science Camp. 

 We pray for those undergoing medical procedures and/or testing this week. 

 
Prayer for the Second Week of Advent  

God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with 

joy so that we may share his wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory, for he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Your Special Intentions 

Do you have a special intention you’d like our SJB community to join you in prayer for?  If so, please email Suzanne 

Mello @ daveandsuz5to2@gmail.com and your request can be added to this Spirituality Insert in the weekly bulletin. 

mailto:daveandsuz5to2@gmail.com




BRICK SALES 

CLOSE 

DECEMBER 22nd! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebuHrTnw9G41NMPjTfJlEqNIISwCGu_r-HNMUJx0-a4e_SzA/viewform




https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSch3KhnOOHRzzKmOTLmCWxPdQhOvbuBGHLKPMZHB8LXYIXnrQ/viewform


https://newportmesasoftball.sportngin.com/register/form/064381601

